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not equivalence the facility of her fedu&ion, we fhall refer to 
fchoolmen. Breton's Vulgar Err ours, b. i. c. i. 

Equivalent. adj. [ aquus and valens, Latin.] 

i . Equal in value. 

Things 

Well nigh equivalent , and neighb’ring value. 

By lot are parted; but the value, high he.iv’n, thy {hare, 

In equal balance laid with earth and hell, 

Flings up the adverfe fcale, and fhuns proportion. Prior. 

1 . Equal in value, or in any excellence. 

No fail to thine 

Equivalent , or fecond ! which compcll’d 

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 

And gaze, and worfhip thee. Milton's Paradi/e Lofl , b. ix. 

3. Equal in force or power. 

The dread of Ifrael’s foes, who, with a ftrength 
Equivalent to angels, walk’d their ftrects, 

None offering fight. Mi/ton's A gonifes , /. 342. 

4. Of the fame cogency or weight. 

The confidcration of publick utility is, by very good ad- 
vice, judged at the leaft equivalent with the eafier kind of 
neceffity. Hooker , b. v. f. 9. 

5. Of the fame import or meaning. 

The ufc of the word minifter is brought dotvn to the literal 
fignification of it, a fervant ; for now to ferve and to minifter, 
fervilc and minifterial, are terms equivalent. South's Sermons. 

Equivalent, n.f. A thing of the fame weight, dignity, or 
value. 

The Have without a ranfom fhall be fent; 

It refts for you to make th’ equivalent. Dryden’s Homer. 
Fancy a regular obedience to one law will be a full equiva- 
lent for their breach of another. Rogers , Sermon J 3. 

Equ/vocal. adj. [. rquivocus , Latin.] 

1. Of doubtful fignification ; meaning different things; Hand- 
ing for different notions. 

Thefe fentences to fugar, or to gall. 

Being ftrong on both Tides, arc equivocal. Shakefp. Othello. 
Words of different fignifications, taken in general, are of 
an equivocal fenfe; but being confidcred with all their particu- 
lar circumftances, they have their fenfe reftrained. Stillingjlcet. 

The greater number of thofe who held this were mifguided 
by equivocal terms. Swift. 

2. Uncertain ; doubtful ; happening different wavs. 

Equivocal generation is the production of plants without feed, 
or of infeifls or animals without parents in the natural way of 
coition between male and female; which is now believed never 
to happen, but that all bodies are univocally produced. Harr. 

My affirmation is, that there is no fuch thing as equivocal or 
fpontaneous generation ; but that all animals are generated by 
animal parents of the fame fpecies with themfelves. Ray. 

Thofe half-learn’d witlings, num’rous in our ifle 
As half-form’d iiffe&s on the banks of Nile; 

Unfinifh’d things, one knows not what to call. 

Their generation’s fo equivocal. Pope's EJfay on Criticifm. 

Equivocal, n.f Ambiguity; word of doubtful meaning. 
Shall two or three wretched equivocal) have the force to 
corrupt us. Dennis. 

Equi'vocally. adv. [from equivocal .] 

1. Ambiguoufly; in a doubtful or double fenfe. 

Words abftra&cd from their proper fenfe and fignification, 
lofe the nature of words, and are only equivocally fo called. South. 
By uncertain or irregular birth ; by equivocal generation ; by 


2. 


generation out of the lfated ordtr, 

No infect or animal did ever proceed equivocally from putre- 
faction, unlcfs in miraculous cafes; as in Egypt by the Divine 
judgments'. Bentley's Sermons. 

EquiVocalness. n.f. [from equivocal.] Ambiguity; double 
meaning 

Diftinauilh the equivoealnefs or latitude of the word, and 
then point out that determinate part which is the ground of 
my demonftration. Norris. 

To Equi vocate. v. n. [ tequivocatio , Latin.] To ufe words 
of double meaning ; to ufe ambiguous expreffions; to mean 
one thing and exprefs another. 

Not only Jefuits can equivocate. Dryderis Hind and Panth , 
My foul difdain’d a promife ; 

But yet your falfe equivocating tongue. 

Your looks, your eyes, your ev’ry motion promis’d : 

But you are ripe in frauds, and learn’d in falflioods. Smith. 

Equivocation, n.f. [ tdquivocatio, Latin.] Ambiguity of 
lpeech ; double meaning. 

Reproof is eafily mifapplied, and, through equivocation , 
wrefted. Hooker, b. a. f. 8. 

I pull in refolution, and begin 
To 'doubt the equivocation of the fiend, 

'I hat lies like truth. Shakefpcare' s Macbeth. 

Equivoca'tor. n.f. [from equivocated] One who ufes ambi- 
guous language ; one who ufes mental refervation. 

Here’s an e { uivocato , that could fwcar in both the feales 
agamft cither fcale; who committed treafon, yet could not 
equivocate to heaven. Sbakejpeare s Macbeth. 


E R 

Er, a fyllable in the middle of names or places, comes b 
traction from the Saxon papa dwellers. Gibjoris Camdin 
F/ra. n.f [wra, Latin.] 1 he account of time truni 
ticular date or epoch. 

Fr< m the bleffings they beftow 
Our times are dated, and our eras move : 

They govern, and enlighten all below, 

As thou do’ft all above. 

Fradia'tion. n. J. [a and radius , Latin.] Emiffion of , a 
diance. 

God gives me a heart humbly to converfe with him, f rora 
whom alone are all the eradiations of true maiefty K Chari 
To ERA'DICATE. v.a. [eradico, Latin] ‘ 

1 . To pull up by the root. 

He fuffereth the poifon of Nubia to be gathered, and Aconite 
to be eradicated, yet this not to be moved. Brown’s Vulg. Err 
7 . To completely deftroy ; to end; to cut off. 

If a gouty perfon can bring himfclf entirely to a milk diet 
he may fo change the whole juices of his body as to iraebtatt 
the diftemper. Arbulbnot on Din. 

Il vice cannot wholly be eradicated , it ought at leaft to be 
confined to particular objects. Swift’s Examiner, N-. 2-. 
Er adica'tion. n.J. [from eradicate .] 

1. The adt of tearing up by the root ; deftruclion ; cxcifion. 

2. The (late of being torn up by the roots. 

They affirm the roots of mandrakes give a ftiriek upon tra- 
dicatien, which is falfe below confutation. Brown’s Vulg. Err. 
Era'dicative. adj. [from eradicate . ] That which cures 
radically ; that which drives quite away. 

ToERA'SE. v.a. [ rafer , French.] 'Fo deftroy; to exfund; 
to expunge; to rub out. 

The heads of birds, for the moft part, are given eraftd-, 
that is, plucked off". Peaehatn on Blazoning 

Era'sement. n.f [from crafe.] 

1 . Deftruclion ; devaftation. 

2. Expundtion ; abolition. 

Ere. adv. [sep, Saxon ; air, Gothick ; err, Dutch. This word 
is fometimes vitioufly written e'er, as if from ever. It is like- 
wife written or before ever, op and <ep in Saxon being indif- 
criminately written. Mr. Lye ] 

1 . Before ; fooner than. 

Ere he w*uld have bang’d a man for the getting a hundred 
baftards, he would have paid for the nurling a thoufand. SbuL 
The lions brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came 
to the bottom of the den. Daniel. 

Juft trial, ere I merit 

My exaltation without change or end. Milt. Par. Regain'd. 

The mountain trees in diftant profpedl pleafe, 

Ere yet the pine defeended to the feas ; 

Ere fails were fpread new oceans to explore. Dryden’s Osnd. 

Our fruitful Nile 

Flow’d ere the wonted fcafon. Dryden’s All for Live. 

T he birds fhall ceffe to tune their cv’ning fong, 

The winds to breathe, the waving woods to move, 

And ftreams to murmur, ere I ceafc to love. Pope's Autumn. 
Erf.lo'ng. adv. [from ere and long'.] Before a long time had 
elapfed . Nec l .ngion trmpus. 

The wild horfe having enmity with the flag, came to a 
man to defire aid, who mounted upon his back, and, follow- 
ing the flag, erelong llew him. Spenjer on Ireland. 

The anger already began to paint revenge in many colours, 
erelong he had not only gotten pity but pardon. Sidney. 

Nothing is lafting that is feigned : it will have another face 
than it had erelong. Ben. fohnfoiis Difcoverus. 

They fwim in joy, 

Erelong to fwim at large, and laugh, for which 

The world erelong a world of tears muft weep. Milt. r. Lojt. 

I faw two ftock-doves billing, and erelong 
Will take the nelt. Dryden’s hrgd, VqJ-P 

It pleafes me M think, that I who know fo fmall a port! 
of the works of the Creator, and with flow am. pain u 1 
creep up and down on the furfacc of this globe, 1 , 

{hoot away with the fwifthefs of imagination, an trac 
fprings of 'nature’s operations. Speklatof, ■ jV 

Ereno'w. adv. [from ere and now.] 



Before this time. 


Ah, gentle foldicrs, Come ftiort time allow ; . 

ly father has repented him erenow. L>ryd. Conq. cj^ ^ 


My father has repented him erenow. , 

Had the world eternally been, fcience had been bro D ,^ 

perfection long erenow. ^cTme time ago; 

Erewhi'le. f adv. [from ere and 1 while.] So " 

Erewhi'les. £ before a little while. 

I am as fair now as I was erewhuc . , gj.^ 

Since night you lov’d me, yet lincc night you ® , ar(I]C J 

Wc fit down to our meals, fufpeft not the intru w ^ 

uninvited guefts, who ertwbiles, we know, wer ^ 0 fPul]> 
prife us. 

To ERE'CT. v. a. [erctlus, Latin.] , ;|] t0 the 

,. To raife in a ftrait line; to place perpendicularly 

2. r* Erect a Perpendicular. To crofs one line by another 


right angles. 


To 








1 Addifon s Remarks on Ital) . 

to fettle. . 

Iltc there is between their proceedings^ who 

- sr : 

nor religion the fame that w , Hooker, b. v. / 17. 

JW.WO J.IM ™.ion S ,» be 

{he firft monarchy, under diftinft governours. 

6 - T m! 

and ill-grounded theories, find themfelves deceived m^the.r 
fl0 MaRbmnchem'k7 ! this propofition, of feeing all ihingun 

- ^’animate; not to deprefs ; to encourage. 

7 ’ Why (hould not hope 

As much eredl our thoughts, as fear dejefl them: Denham. 

T ° in the folk, nnd fo tad. 

1 nc tren 1 S folk do erct 7, and leaves bow 

down. 0rC UP y ^ Bacods Natural Hijlory, N’. 827. 

Ere'ct. adj. [erefius, Latin.] 

■■ u £t f- V *• 

he id md breaft in progreffion, only prone in vol nation. Brown. 
Bafil tells us, that the ferpent went credl like man. Brown. 

z. Directed upwards. 

Vain were vows, 

And plaints, and fuppliant hands, to hcav’n eredl. Phillips. 

Bold; confident; unfhaken. 

Let no vain fear thy gen rous ardour tame ; 

But Hand erebf, and found as loud as tame. Gran ille. 

^ feniJpEntaS^Ss attention of mind, which in prayer 
is very neccffary, is wafted or dulled. Hooker, b. v. f 33 - 
E're'ctxon. n.f. [from crefl.] 

, . The ad of railing, or ftate of being railed upward. 

Wc are to confidcr only the ereflion of the hills above the 
ordinary land. r Brerewood on Languages. 

2 . The aa of building or raffing edifices. 

The firft thing which moveth them thus to caft up their 
poifon, are certain folemnitics ufual at the firft crckhon of 
' . , Hooker, b. y. J. 12. 

C Pillars were fet up above one thoufand four hundred and 
twenty-fix years before the flood, counting Seth to be an hun- 
dred years old at the ereDion of them. Raleigh s Hijlory. 

7. Kftablifliment ; fettlement. 

It muft needs have a peculiar influence upon the erethon, 
countinuanc e, and diffolution of every fociety. South's Serm. 
4.. Elevation ; exaltation of fentiments. 

Her neerlefs height my mind to high erethon draws up. Sidn. 
Ere'ctness. n.f. [from trtB.] Uprightnefs of pofture or 

We take creklncfs ftriaiy as Galen defined it : they only, 
fayeth he, have an credl figure, whofe fpine and thighbone 
are carried on right lines. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iv. e. 1 . 
E'REMITE. n.f. [eremita, Latin ; Efrp.^.] One who lives 
in a wildcrnefs ; one who lives in folitude; an hermit; a 

Antonius the eremite findeth a fifth commodity not infe- 
rior to any of thefe four. Raleigh's Hijlory of the IVorld. 
And many more too long, 

Embryocs and idiots, eremites and friars, 

White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery. Milton. 
Erkmi'tical. adj. [from eremite.] Rcligioufly folitary; lead- 
ing the life of an hermit. . 

"Thcv have multitudes of religious orders, eremitical and 

cenobitical. , . . 

Erepta'tion. n.f. [erepto, Latin.] A creeping forth. Bad. 
Ere'ptioN. n.f. [ereptio, Latin] A fnatching or taking away 
by force. . Bail. 

E'iigot. n.f A fort of ftub, like a piece of loft horn, 
about the bignefs of a chcfnut, which is placed behind and 
below the pallern joint, and is commonly hid under the tuft 
of the fetlock. Earner's Did. 

Eri'ncio. n.f. Sea-holly, a plant. 

ERi'stical. adj. [s'aif.] Controverfial ; relating to difputc; 

containing controverfies. 

Erke. n.f. [ea r5 , Saxon.] Idle; lazy ; flothlul. An old 
word. 

For men therein {hould hem dclite; 

And of that dedc be not erke. 

But oft fithes haunt that werke. Chaucer . 


E'rmelin. n.f [diminutive, of ermin ; armeiin, I rcnch.] 

ermine. See Ermine. 

Silver fkin.% 

Paffing the hate fpot crmelins. . fdr 7, 

E'RMINE. n.f. [, hermine , French, from armemns, Latin. J «n 
animal that is found in cold countries, and which very nearly 
refembles a weafle in ffiape ; having a white pile, and the tip 
of the tail black, and furnifhing a choice and valuable tur. 
The fellmongcrs and furriers put upon it little bits of Lom- 
bardy lambfkin, which is noted for its ftiining black colour, 
the better to fet off the whitenefs of the ermine. Trtvoux. 

Ermine is the fur of a little heart, about the bignefs of a 
weafel, called Mus Armenius ; for they are found m Ar- 
nicn j a Peaehatn on Blazoning . 

A lady’s honour muft be touch d ; 

Which, nice as ermines , will not bear a foil. Drydfi.. 

Fair ermines, fpotlcfs as the (nows they prefs. Ehotnfon. 
E'rmined. adj. [from ermine.] Lloathed with ermine. 
Arcadia’s countefs, here in ermin d pride, ^ 

Is there Paftoi a by a fountain fide. Pope s Epi/tlcs. 

ETne. 7 Do immediately flow from the Saxon epn, eajm, a 
E'ron. J cottage, or place of retirement. Gibfon's Camden. 

[erodo, Latin.] 'Fo canker, or cat away ; 


’Fo ERO'DK. v. a. 
to corrode. 

It hath been anciently received, that the fea-harc nath an- 
tipathy with the lungs, if it cometh near the body, and 
eroded) them. Bacons Natural Hijlory , N 1 *. 983. 

The blood, being too {harp or thin, erodes the veflel. ll ije. 
Eroga'tion. n.f. [itogatio, Latin.] The act of givihg or 
beftowing ; diftributioil. 

Ero'sion. n.f. [erofto, Latin.] 

1. The a£l of eating away. 

z. The ftate of being eaten away ; canker ; corrofion. 

As fea-falt is a {harp folid body, when taken in too great 
quantities, in a conftant diet of fait meat, it breaks the vef- 
fels, produceth erofons of the folid parts, and all the fymptoms 
of the fea-feurvy. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

To ERR. v. n. [ erro , Latin.] 

1 . To wander ; to ramble. 

A ftorm of ftrokcS, well meant, with fury flies. 

And errs about their temples, ears, and eyes. Dry deft's Virg. 

The rains arife, and fires their warmth difpeiffe; 

And fix’d and erring ftars difpofe their influence. Dryd.Wg. 

2. To mifs the right way ; to ftray. 

We have erred and ftrayed like loft {heep. Common Prayer. 

3. To deviate from any purpofe. 

But errs not nature from this gracious end. 

From burning funs when livid deaths defeend. Pope's EJfay s. 

4. To commit errours ; to miftake. 

It is a judgment maim’d and moft imperfe£l, 

That will confefs perfc£tion fo could err , 

Againft all rules of nature. Sbakefpeare's Othello. 

Do they not err that devife e<ril ? Prov. xiv. 22. 

Poffibly the man may err in his judgment of circumftances, 
and therefore let him fear ; but becaufe it is not certain he is 
miftaken, let him not defpair. Taylor's Rule of living holy. 

Nor has it only been the heat of erring perfons that has been 
thus mifehievous, but fometimes men of right judgments have 
too much contributed to the breach. Decay of Piety. 

The mufes’ friend, unto himfelf fevere, 

With filent pity looks on all that err. Waller. 

He who from the reflected image of thfc fun in water Would 
conclude of light and heat, could not err more grofly. Che ne. 
Errand, n.f [jepcfiS, Saxon; drend, Danifh.] A meffage; 
fomething to be told or done by a meflbnger ; a mandate ; a 
commiffion. It is generally ufed now ohly in familiar lan- 
guage. 

Servants being commanded to go, {hall ftand ftill, ’till they 
have their errarid warranted unto them. Hooker, b. ii. f. S. 
But haft thou done thy errand to Baptifta r 
— I told him that your father was in Venice. Shakefpeart. 
A quean ! have I not forbid her my houfe? She comes of 
errands, docs flic ? Sbakefpeare's Merry Wives of Windfor. 

When he came, behold the captains of the hoft were fitting, 
and he faid, I have an errand to thee, O captain. 2 Kings ix. 5. 
P rom them I go 

This uncouth errand foie. Milton ’s Puradife l of, b. ii. 

His eyes. 

That run through all the heav’ns, or down to th’ earth. 
Bear his fwift errands , over moift and dry. 

O’er fea and land. Milton's Paradife Loft, k i 
Well thou do’ft to hide from common fight 
Thy clofe intrigues, too bad to bear the lii>ht ; 

Nor doubt I, but the filver-footed dame. 

Tripping from fea, on fucll ah errand came. Dryd. Homer. 
E'rraBle. adj. [from err.] Liable toetf ; liable to miftake. 
E'rr abl!;ness. n.f. [ from enable. ] Liablenefs to error- 
liablenefs to miftake. 

We may infer, from the errablcnefs of our nature, the 
reafonablcncfs of compaffiori to the feduced. Dec..y of Piety. 
Erra'nt. adj. [errans, Latin ; errant, French.] 

Wandering; roving; rambling. Particularly applied to 
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